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Notes and Comments 


NuMBER 2 


HE pictures of China’s phonetic script in 

our August, 1920, Recorp, and the sub- 

ject in general, have been the occasion of wide 
interest. We have pleasure in presenting an 
authoritative account of the origin of this 


of Granbery College at Juiz de Fora in the read- 
ing of the Bible.”’ His review of the magazine is 
from a unique point, and interesting indeed. 


AN unusual amount and variety of material 


script and its use in 
connection with the 
printing of the Scrip- 
tures, by our vet- 
eran representative 
in China, Dr. Hykes, 
a recognized author- 
ity. That the script 
Was originated for 
one purpose, but at- 
tained little publicity 
until it was used for 
another purpose, is a 
fact that will be news 
to some at least. 
Tue contribution 
from Sir Narayan 
G. Chandavarkar is 
notable both for its 
content and its au- 
thorship. It was 
written for us at the 
special request of 
mutual friends, and 
we deem ourselves 
happy in being able 
to present a tribute 
to the Bible from 
this source. What 
religious book but 
the Bible could ob- 
tain such testimony 


CHINA’S DIRE NEED 


A famine, alarming in its proportions, to-day 
holds in its grip several important provinces in 
China. * * * In fact our diplomatic and con- 
sular agencies in China inform me that the loss 
resulting from death in distressing form may 
run into millions of souls. 


Woodrow Wilson 


From proclamation, appointing American Committee, China 
Famine Fund. 


Fifteen million people are now facing death 
from starvation in China. * * * The churches 
of America alone can create that deep moral 
enthusiasm through which multitudes of the 
people of China can be saved. 
Thomas W. Lamont 
Chairman, American Committee, China Famine Fund. 


There are no words adequate to set forth fully 
the appeal of the starving people of North 
China. * * * Ought not every disciple of Him 
who fed the hungry throngs havea share in this 
ministry of love in the name of Christ? Clearly, 
this is a call from Him who has compassion on 
the multitudes and says: ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these, ye 
have done it unto me.”’ 
E Robert E. Speer 

President, Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


3c. will save one life one day. 
$1 will save one life one month. 
$5 will save one family one month. 


eS ————_——— 


about China ap- 
pears in this num- 
ber. China needs the 
sympathetic thought 
and active aid of the 
world just now. And 
happily this varied 
material has come to 
hand also just now. 
The American Bible 
Society has issued no 
especial appeal to 
assist the famine 
sufferers in China, 
even though these 
suffering and dying 
multitudes are, many 
of them, within the 
field of the operations 
of its North China 
sub-Agency. The 
Society has thought 
that it might lead to 
confusion, if it were 
to add another to 
the list of appealing 
societies. But it 
earnestly commends, 
to all its constitu- 
ency, China in this 
hour of her need. 
The general and re- 
ligious press alike, 


from one who still avows himself a follower of 
another faith? As a Justice in the High Court 
of Bombay, Sir Narayan ranked high both 
for ability and character, in the estimation of 
Europeans and Hindus alike, being knighted 
by the government because of his public service 
and personal worth. 

ANOTHER article, unusual in its source as 
in its content, is that on “‘ The American Maga- 
gine and the Bible.’”’ Dr. Tucker, our Agency 

- Secretary in Brazil, when forwarding it, writes: 
“Mr. Weaver is greatly interesting the students 


| 


are telling the facts and presenting the appeal. 
Brief extracts are given on this page from the 
proclamation by President Wilson on the sub- 
ject of the famine in China; from a statement 
sent out by Mr. Thomas W. Lamont, whose 
financial mission to China, last year, was so 
successful and beneficial, and who has been 
appointed, by President Wilson, chairman of 
the American Committee for the China Famine 
Fund; and from the appeal sent out to all 
Protestant churches on behalf of the Federal 
Council of Churches in America, by its new 
president, Robert E. Speer, D.D. 
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The suffering from famine, cold, and disease, 
is very, very great now. But authorities say 
the crucial time will be in March. Only aid 
rendered before then can do the greatest good. 
The treasurer of the American Committee for 
the China Famine Fund is Mr. Vernon Mun- 
roe, whose office for this purpose is in the 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York. Con- 
tributors may safely and wisely remit direct to 
him to save time. 

The American Bible Society, however, is 
perfectly willing to receive any moneys which 
its friends prefer to entrust to it; and it will 
guarantee that such funds will be available 
promptly for the sufferers in China through 
trustworthy and dependable agencies, includ- 
ing its own sub-Agency Secretary in Peking. 

Many replies have come to our inquiry sent 
out in December to those who have been re- 
ceiving the BipteE Socrety Recorp. Cordial 
appreciation of the Recorp has been very 
general. One reply is unique, in that it has 
come from a lady who sends us word that she 
celebrated her one hundredth birthday on the 
date of our letter to her. Thanking us for 
sending her the Rrecorp ‘‘for so many years,” 
she says that ‘‘it is growing more interesting.” 
Mrs. Dimock is able to read and sew some each 
day, and went to the polls to cast her vote at 
the last presidential election. Our wishes 
unite with others that the years of her second 
century may be years of happiness and health. 

THERE is constant stimulus in the indica- 
tion of the variety of service our publications 
render, through the requests that reach us by 
mail. A case in point is the annual request 
that has come from Dr. Edwin E. Slossom, of 
the School of Journalism of Columbia Univer- 
sity, for a number of our pamphlet “Specimen 
Verses’? to be used in language exercises in 
that school. 

Tue Society has recently issued an unusu- 
ally attractive folder. The outside is on per- 
fectly black paper, with the words in white, 
“The Only Way out of the Dark.” When it 
is opened, on the inside is reproduced a pho- 
tograph of the Holy Bible. On the back cover, 
in a white panel surrounded by a black frame, 
is a statement of the Society’s work. This 
pamphlet has been unusually effective. The 
idea was taken from a pamphlet issued by Jim 
Goodhart, superintendent of the Sunshine Res- 
cue Mission of Denver, Colo., to whom we 
hereby give credit. 

If you haven’t seen it, write for some. Extra 
copies will be sent free, if you can use them. 

The Bible is truly the only way out of the 
present gross darkness. . ; 
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THE Congregational Commission on Evan- 
gelism, in its plans for what it calls “‘The 
Ministers’ Retreat,’ has certain Lenten litera- 
ture which it suggests for use during the 
coming Lenten period. For strengthening the 
prayer life of the church, it sends out “‘The 
Fellowship of Prayer for 1921,” by Dr. Burton, 
a booklet of Lenten hymns, and a pocket 
edition of St. John’s Gospel. 

Is not this a good practice for all churches 
to follow, to use one of the books of the Bible 
as a help for Lenten reading? 


As one result of the addresses on the Bible 
delivered last summer in China at the Kuling 
Conference by Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas and 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, two hundred mis- 
sionaries joined together to form a “Bible 
Union of China,” and since that time many 
others have been added from various mission 
stations and conferences. The purpose of 
the Union is to promote faith in the Bible 
as the Word of God, and the study of the 
Bible for personal and social progress; to 
prepare apologetic and other Biblical liter- 
ature for China, and to bring evangelical 
teachers to the mission field, especially teach- 
ers for Christian educational institutions. 
They also plan to establish conferences and 
lectureships for Bible study, and to promote 
prayer and evangelism.—Missionary Review of 
the World. 


e e 


ENTHUSIASTIC comments on, and reports of, 
the use of the Dramatic Service ‘‘The Pilgrim 
and the Book,” by Percy MacKaye, are coming 
to the Bible House, and a fuller report is 
planned. But a predicament is recorded in 
the following: 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
New York City. 
Sirs: Please find enclosed 25 cents to pa 
“The Pilgrim and the Book.” wees 
Iam disappointed with it to this extent: I read it 
was suitable for the missionary society to use, and 
every character in the play is a man and the mem- 
bers of the missionary society are women. 
Respectfully, 5 
Mrs. G. W. Raprorp. 


, WE have received the Report of the Société 
Evangélique of Geneva, in which we note 
this kindly reference to the American Bible 
Society: << 


Finally, may we say that whatever of good in this 
way the Evangelical Society has been able to do this 
year is due to the grace of God and the activity of 
its agents, to whom it now wishes to-do homage; and 
it Beppe oe aie to the faithful subscribers, 
among whom we wish to mention especially the 
Scripture Gift Mission of London, the National Bit S 
Society of Scotland, the Religious Tract Society of 
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London, and the American Bible Society, all of whom 
have made us liberal gifts for the distribution of 
Gospels to the soldiers. 


And in a report from Mr. Henry F. Hoffer, 
a member of the Committee on Distribution, 
occurs this interesting paragraph: 
_ The distribution of Gospels and tracts to soldiers 
in France has been continued. Our valient friend, 
Mr. Delattre, has during the course of the year given 
to soldiers en route, by visiting them in their trains, 
more than 200,000 Gospels. He has had remarkable 
experiences. The trips have mostly been made at 
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night in order to evade any opposition on the part 
of too watchful station masters. ‘“‘ When I arrived,”’ 
says he, ‘‘all the world would seem asleep.. I would 
announce in a clear voice what I was there for; a 
soldier would open his eyes, hold out his hand, take 
my gift andfthank me. ‘And so in all the compart- 
ments. Almanacs and pamphlets also were much 
sought. Many mento whom I did not offer anything 
would come through the passages asking for them. 
e 


e . =e 

In the San Francisco Chronicle of last sum- 

mer is given a brief description of a service 

to young people under the caption ‘Bible 

‘Shower Falls on Peninsula Folks” in the fol- 
lowing words: wes 

_. Miniature ‘Bibles were dropped from the skies yes- 


‘terday all the way from ‘Ingleside to Mather Field, 
“Sacramento. The stunt was planned by the American 
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Bible Society as a feature of the convention of the 
Young People’s League now in session at the capital. 
A big biplane laden with Bibles took the air from the 
Ingleside field at 3 o’clock. Dan Davidson was the 
pilot. His course was down the peninsula, across 
the lower arm of the bay to Alameda and then by way 
of the Livermore valley and the San Joaquin to 
Mather Field. 

Fuller details of this service are given in 
the annual report of the Pacific Agency. 

On this page we present a reproduction of 
an Eskimo evangelist’s picture 
writing of a portion of the Bible. 
To the publishers of The Little 
Missionary, of Bethlehem, Pa., 
we are indebted for the privilege 
and the picture. It appears that 
= the older Eskimos have never 
had the benefit of an education. 
They learn the story of Jesus 
after the school age. They can- 
not read the printed page. Yet 
the Eskimo evangelists are anx- 
ious to tell others the Good News, 
and so they have proceeded to 
memorize parts of the Bible by 
using pictures in the manner 
shown in the illustration. Is it 
not a suggestion to those who are 
more fortunate, and also an in- 
spiration to value the printed 
Bible and use it more faithfully? 
The younger generation of Eski- 
mos have the choice of Scriptures 
in English or in Eskimo, Roman 
characters. Our sympathy and 
admiration go out to those who 
are not so fortunate and yet are 
soearnest and diligent, in obtain- 
ing and passing on the gospel. — 

ee 
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A MAYOR who bases his action 
on a parable from the Bible is 
enough of a variety to attract . 
special mention in the daily press. 
Such a.mayor has Morgantown, 
W. Va., according to the following: 


Mayor William H. Gilmore of this city announces 
that law founded on the Bible is good enough for him. 
A local man charged with not having the tail light burn- 
ing in his automobile was arraigned before the mayor 
and fined $3. The accused protested and said it was 
a poor law under which he was fined, and he did not 
think it would hold water in court. 

The mayor responded that any law founded on the 
Bible was good enough for him. ; 

The defendant said he could not see where a tail 
light of an automobile had anything to do with the 
Bible. The mayor looked “pityingly at the accused. 

‘Do you remember,’’ he remarked, “that ‘story 
about the ten virgins, five of whom. had lights and 
five of. whom didn’t? Well, if you do, you will re- 
member that the Lord wouldn’t have anything’to do 
With the five without lights, and neither will this 
court.’’ © (OSS a BOREAS GS TReROUe CO 
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WE are pained to have to record the death 
of Mrs. William W. Peet, the wife of the treas- 
urer of the American Missions in Turkey, and 
recently Acting Agency Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, on. Wednesday, October 20, 
1920. According to The Orient, the funeral 
was held on Thursday afternoon at the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church, in Pera, which 
was crowded to the doors. In addition to the 
very many personal friends of Dr. and Mrs. 
Peet who were there, and the many organiza- 
tions such as the American Bible Society, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, the Near East Relief, the 
Young Men’s and the Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Associations, Robert College, Constanti- 
nople College, and others that were represented, 
the American High Commissioner and Mrs. 
Bristol were also present, as well as the Ar- 
menian Patriarch, and representatives of the 
Greek Patriarch and of the Central Armenian 
Committee. Addresses were made by Presi- 
dent Gates, of Robert College, and Mer. Zaven, 
the Armenian Patriarch. 

Mrs. Martha Hartwell Peet was born at 
Hunter’s Point, Brooklyn, New York City, 
August 18, 1856, and was married to Mr. W. 
W. Peet, August 11, 1881. They have been 
stationed throughout their married life at Con- 
stantinople, Turkey. 


A RECENT issue of the Christian Advocate 
contained a picture of more than usual inter- 
est to us and our readers. It presented the 
fly leaf from the Bible of Dr. James M. Buck- 
ley, so prominent and influential as a preach- 
er, editor, and Methodist leader. The pho- 
tograph shows that his mother had written 
at the top, ‘“A Father’s Legacy’’; and below, 
the third verse of the eleventh chapter of 
I Kings. When widowed she had, with a few 
dollars left by her husband, purchased two 
. Bibles for her young sons and thus gave them 

their father’s legacy. 


To those who are interested in the circula- 
tion of the Scriptures among the Greeks, 
whether in the homeland or in the United 
States, an extremely interesting article en- 
titled ‘Vernacular and Revolution,” by Aris- 
tides E. Phoutrides, in the Survey for October 
2d, will be of great value. The sub-title is 
well chosen, ‘A return to the language of the 
people helped to recreate a great democracy.”’ 


AccorpiInc to the New York Times, an 
Italian film company, at a cost of 5,000,000 
lires, has made a picture entitled ‘‘The Holy 
Bible.” In the scene depicting the story of 
the Tower of Babel 20,000 actors took part. 
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The picture was shown at the Vatican, but 
did not win the approval of the Pope, who | 
particularly objected to the Garden of Eden 
scene, which seems to violate the proprieties 
of civilized society in its attempt at realism. 


Two recent letters happily show the obverse 
and reverse of our service in China. The de- 
sire for the Scriptures, by individuals, though 
perhaps awkwardly expressed, has a striking 
illustration in one letter from far China; while 
the second letter with its gift shows a realiza- 
tion of this need on the part of individuals 
here in America. 

I 


I think Lord have given you the power to save 
every one on globe, so should take 400,000,000 yellow 
fellows for your men, and should not be unwilling 
to let any one has a Bible. Therefore, I am publicly 
giving you a request of getting a Bible of English 
language—if with illustration is better—for I can 
read and perceive surely, and give you thanks before 
with hoping it would become fact. Can the holy 
instruction which can beat into everybody’s head 
come to me, who have no plan to get a greatest book 
here? At least a letter would fly over sea to me, 
and teach me as your young student. { 

Your fellow, 
TsEN Munc WEN. 


II 


Please find enclosed $15 for the printing of Gospels 
in China. It is not much, but the calls for famine 
relief are now taking first place; but I do pray that 
the supply is increasingly meeting the need, both 
for the Book and for reinstating the dismissed col- 
porteurs. The lost ground should be regained and 
larger things attempted. Godisable. We pray that 
great things may be done this coming year, D. V. 

Sincerely yours, 
A. LANGMAN. 


SERVICE to the Army and Navy by the 
supply of Scriptures continues and is appre- 
ciated. In response to requests during 1920, 
the Society made donations of over 5,000 vol- 
umes to various chaplains. The following let- 
ter, written on December 29, indicates how 
they are distributed and received. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, CHAPLAIN’S OFFICE 
c December 29, 1920. 

The thousand Army and Navy Testaments you 
gave us have arrived. The good they do can best be 
illustrated by the fact that out of an average of 
twenty men a day coming into the Army through this 
garrison, about 98 per cent. of them take the Testa-_ 
ments. 

I offer them in such a manner that they could 
decline them without the least embarrassment; 
hence I am certain a very great majority receive them 
with the intention of using them. 

With the greatest appreciation of your gift, I am 

Very sincerly yours, ; 
JAMES T. Moore, 
Post Chaplain. 


_ From Philadelphia comes word, of unusual — 
interest in industrial plants, in the circulation — 
and reading of the Scriptures. In a recent 
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issue of the New York American, we find this 
statement from a Philadelphia correspondent: 


A crowd of workers piled into a street car at the 
close of the day’s work, and one of the party drew out 
a little copy of the Testament and began to read. 
The men were in a joshing and skylarking mood, 
and some of them began to joke the man who was 
reading. It was all good humored. The joshing 
continued until some remark made the reader pause. 
Then he spoke, ‘Boys,’ he said, “‘this little book 
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brought me nearer to my 
mother’s knee than I have 
been in 27 years.” 

There was no joshing after 
that. And to-day nearly 
every man in that plant has a 
pocket Testament. 

Ripers on the rail- 
roads throughout the 
country may have seen, 
and will increasingly see, 
“silent evangelists” along 
the lines. From Musko- 
gee, Okla., comes word 
that Christian people who are interested in 
reaching with the Bible message those un- 
reached by churches, are erecting these “‘silent 
evangelists,” as they call the signboard pic- 
tures, 30 x 10 feet, a picture of which is on 
this page. They are to be erected near schools, 
factories, depots, or any places where hundreds 
of people will see them. The expense is being 
met by voluntary contributions. 


Phonetic Script 


By Joun R. Hyxes, D.D. 


HE national phonetic script, a short and 

easy way of writing the Chinese language 
as compared with the complicated and cum- 
brous characters employed for thousands of 
years, grew out of a conference arranged in 
1912 by. the minister of Education, Tsai 
Yuan-pei, ‘‘to consider the problem of pre- 
paring a phonetic alphabet for the Chinese 
language, im order that a standard pronuncia- 
tion of the language might be adopted for the 
promotion of education.” This conference 
convened in February, 1913, continuing until 
July. It discussed the symbols to be em- 
ployed and finally adopted a phonetic system 
containing 39 symbols, which were officially 
promulgated in a mandate issued November 
28, 1918, by the 
mandate states that ‘‘since the inauguration 
of the Republic, this ministry has fully recog- 
nized that, in order to standardize our national 
pronunciation, we must necessarily begin by 
preparing a standard phonetic system.” T he 
object aimed at is stated in the mandate as 
“the standardization of the pronunciation of 
the national language,” or unifying the spoken 
language; but, because of the ease and rapidity 
with which it could be mastered, Christian 
missionaries saw in printing Scriptures in the 
_ phonetic method of writing “the hope of bring- 
ing nearer the time when every member of the 
Christian Church in China shall be able to 
_ read the Bible in the language which he under- 
_ stands.” 


ministry of Education. The . 


At a conference called by the China Con- 
tinuation Committee in September, 1918, this 
system was unanimously adopted for recom- 
mendation to missions, churches, Bible and 
literature societies. 

The effort toward a simplified writing, 
primarily with the object of standardizing the 
pronunciation of the language, passed almost 
unnoticed for five or six years; but the sys- 
tem so simplifies the written language that its 
immense possibilities in teaching illiterates to 
read became apparent, particularly to mis- 
sionaries. 

In the meantime, Dr. S. G. Peill, of the 
London Missionary Society, in North China, 
made use of a system invented by some 
Chinese and improved by himself; and Miss 
S. J. Garland, a missionary of the China In- 
land Mission in the far-distant province of 
Kansu, had been working a system which she 
herself had devised. 

The meeting held under the auspices of the 
China Continuation Committee in September, 
1918, conceived it to be its purpose ‘‘to adopt 
and promote a system of phonetic Chinese 
writing, which is to enable those who are now 
illiterate to read and write intelligently simple 
Mandarin. In so far as this concerns the 
Christian church in China, the aim is especially 
to enable every member of the church to 
read the Mandarin Bible.” It is this feature 
of it which especially interests the Bible 


Societies. 
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At the start, those who were practically en- 
gaged in promoting the introduction of this 
phonetic script, and transliterated books of 
the New Testament into it, were British mis- 
sionaries; and they naturally applied to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society to print 
them. As it was then in an experimental 
stage, the number of Scriptures used in the 
system depended entirely upon its being taught 
and pushed by the missionaries. 

First editions were of necessity published 
tentatively, and it would have been folly for 
more than one Bible Society to engage in the 
publishing of them so long as the matter was 
in the experimental stage. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society were willing to print, 
and they had the money for the purpose. I 
arranged with Dr. Bondfield to supply us with 
all that should be called for by our patrons, 
until such time as the demand would justify 
us in publishing separate editions for ourselves. 
For these we have paid full cost price. To 
get what we required by purchase from the 
British and Foreign Bible Society was a dis- 
tinct saving, and both Societies have co- 
operated in the same way for many years. 
Besides, there would have been a difficulty for 
us in getting competent persons to prepare the 
manuscript for the press and to read the 
proofs. Mr. Harry Price, of the Brethren 
Mission (English), now prepares all editions, 
using the copy of all the other workers. He 
is really the editor of the text in phonetic 
script. Miss Garland is the secretary for all 
Mandarin phonetic script. We will get the 
benefit of their work when we come to print 
for ourselves. 

When the text of the New Testament is 
ready for the press, we shall join the British 
and Foreign Bible Society and bring out an 
edition for ourselves. This will mean that 
we shall have to reimburse them for one-half 
of the cost of preparing the text; and I hope 
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the Society will have the money to give us 
when the time comes, which will not be in the 
very distant future. A Mr. Wang-P’u, who 
is a member of the Board of Education, is now 
(October, 1920) in Shanghai conferring with 
the big Chinese publishing concerns about the 
spelling of some of the sourlds. This is hold- 
ing up the New Testament. Mr. Wang-P’u 
is reputed to be one of the few Chinese who 
can be depended upon to always give the 
same sound to a given Chinese character. He 
has spoken into a phonograph, and the record 
is being used to correct sounds. 

(Dr. Hykes next gives a list of the Scriptures 
so far published and in preparation in phonetic 
script in various languages and dialects, and 
states that those who have been most active 
in the preparation of the Scriptures have 
been Mrs. Spencer Lewis, Methodist Episcopal 
Mission; Dr. S. G. Peill, London Missionary 
Society; Mrs. and Miss Turner, English Bap- 
tist Mission; Mr. Harry Price, Brethren Mis- 
sion (English); Mr. E. J. Ellison, English 
Baptist Mission; Mr. H. E. Chandler, Ameri- 
can Presbyterian Mission; Miss S. J. Gar- 
land, China Inland Mission; and Dr. O. C. 
Crawford, American Presbyterian Mission.) 

The American Bible Society has put to 
press an edition of Soochow colloquial Mark 
in parallel columns. We will print a purely 
phonetic edition of Mark as soon as the copy 
can be prepared. It is thought that the 
Soochow version can be adapted to the Shang- 
hai dialect so that it will serve for both. If 
it cannot, we shall publish editions of the 
Gospels in Shanghai colloquial. 

I am deeply interested in this new method 
of writing Chinese and I believe it has a 
great future. It will never supplant the 
character so far as the literates are concerned, 
but it will do for the uneducated what the 
Romanized Scriptures were only able to do to 
a limited extent. 


An Opportunity for You 


W®* hope that you were pleased with the 
January number of the Recorp which 
wecalled‘‘The Program Number.” Wetried to 
tell the story of the task that lay before us and 
indicate some of the problems and needs in 
our various fields... To Mr. Chas. A. McAlpine, 
of the executive staff, belongs the credit for 
compiling the material and the artistic lay out. 

We printed an extra number of this issue 
of the Recorp, in order that it could be sent 
to those who were interested or might be in- 
terested in what the Society is doing to give 


the Bible to the nations of the world. If you 
can use extra copies of this January issue, we 
would be very glad to send them to you free 
of charge. Write to General Secretary Frank 
H. Mann, Bible House, New York City. If 
you do not care to distribute these yourselves — 
and want them sent to friends who might be > 
interested, we would be glad to send them for 
you if you will send us a list. ; 
We earnestly seek the co-operation of the — 
readers of the REecorp in enlarging our circle 
of friends. - ‘4 
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The “American Magazine” and the Bible 


By ANDERSON WEAVER 


‘¢ AGO,” or some other unknown critic of 
the United States of America, published 

; sometime during the year of our Lord, 1918, 
;a statement that the Bible is so religiously 
regarded by the Americans that many of them, 
in order to decide a given problem, open the 
book at random, put a finger on a verse, and 
accept that verse as a sort of delphic oracle. 
For about thirty years I lived in the United 

States, in several of them, and mingled with 
the people of all classes. Fools there are, 
everywhere; but I never saw anybody in that 
Land of the Free practicing any such foolish- 
ness with the Bible. 

When I picked up a copy of the September 
issue of the American Magazine, ‘‘more than 
1,500,000 circulation’? (which, being inter- 
preted, means about four or five million read- 
ers), I noticed an article questioning: ‘Do 
You Use the World’s Best Textbook?” That 
book, according to the writer of the article, is 
the Bible. There I read how more than 
35,000,000 copies of this ‘“‘best seller” are dis- 
tributed annually; how it is printed in 650 
different languages and dialects; how one of 
the greatest newspaper editors (Dana) told 
university students that if they would learn 
how to judge human nature and to write, they 
would find the Bible the best book for them 
to study; how the “‘Gideons,” an organization 
of traveling salesmen, put 400,000 Bibles in 
hotel rooms all over the country; how the 
best set of business rules that could be 
devised might be taken from the old Book; 
and that, ‘‘whatever your problem, the Bible 
can give you the right dope on how to 
meet it.” 

In a little more than a century the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, of which the Rev. H. C. 
Tucker is the Rio Agent, has put out enough 
volumes to supply every man, woman, and 
child in the United States of America and the 
United States of Brazil. In 1904, men_like 
Roosevelt and Cleveland, along with Chief 
Justices of the Supreme Court, appealed for 
funds to carry on the distribution at home and 
abroad. They said that it would be “a 
menace to civilized humanity,” if the circula- 
tion of the Bible were diminished. 

Having finished reading that article in the 
Magazine, I then read a thrilling love-story, 
“High Stakes,” and therein I found some 
citations from the old Book. Senhor Skinny, 
| in describing the Mexican Senhorita Mercedes 

as being a sort of satin-finish ten of hearts in 

a deck of pasteboards, says, “‘She’s a reg’lar 

Queen of Sheba.” 


i; 


Later I turned to an economist’s article on 
‘“What about the Awful Prices?”’ and immedi- 
ately I find him quoting the Biblical language: 
‘‘What shall we eat? What shall we drink? 
And wherewithal shall we be clothed?”’ 

Then, for the first time in my life, I decided 
to read all of one magazine from cover to cover, 
including advertisements, and mark the quo- 
tations or allusions from the Bible. 

From an article on bathing: 

The last of that headache was worse than the first. 


A psychologist proving that God created 
them free and equal: 
Male and Female, created he them. 


From ‘‘Solid Comfort,” an amusing story 
of a wonderful cook: 

In an amazed voice, as though I had questioned the 
validity of the Ten Commandments. * * * 

The leopard and the unchangeable qualities of its 
spots have been used as the text of many a discourse. 
As an example, it is worthy of all acceptation. 

From an article about a man who made a 
fortune out of clean dancing: 


In the midst of this Babylonic babel. 


About a woman who fights the mosquito 
nuisance: 
With Job-like meekness. 


From “The Mysterious Murder of Myron 
Goodspeed”: 

Love ain’t wuth a sneeze in a hurricane, if 'taint 
coupled up with faith and trust. Ee 

She knelt beside her bed and prayed to a God of 
love and mercy . . . by whose divine grace the re- 
pentant sinner might win back his soul from the 
blackness of eternal night. 


“Story of a Great Inventor’: 

I am beginning to believe that there is nothing in 
nature that man cannot reproduce, except the ele- 
ments and the breath of life. 

From a tobacco advertisement: 

The man who smokes thinks like a sage, and acts 
like a Samaritan. 


From “What Wasted Time Has Cost Me 


He could see visions and dream dreams. 


From a love story, of course: 

While he did so, the heavens were opened, and 
they both saw Paradise. | 

And this: 

Even if the leopard could change his spots, it 
wouldn’t do him any good. He'd still be a leopard. 

But, besides these, I found woven into the 
texture of the articles very many other Biblical 
truths, paraphrases which instantly may sug- 
gest the original verse. 


0, 
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Some Bible Stories 


‘WN north Fukien province there dwelt an artist who painted pictures on silk for the gentry 

of his little village. The people in the secluded hamlet nestled amid the hills had never 
seen automobiles or airplanes, nor did they take the long journey to Shanghai to watch the 
great steamers come in laden with merchandise and messages from the ports of the world. But 
they knew the words of Confucius and Laotzu, and they lived and died with simple dignity, as 
their fathers had done before them. One evening the artist, who had been working all day on! 
a memorial portrait, strolled out into the dark, cool street to refresh his tired soul. The tiny @ 
white church of the foreign god beyond the tea-shop was brilliantly lighted. The artist stood 
a moment in the open door. The young missionary was talking most eloquently; he was not 
preaching, but he seemed to be telling stories that were as fascinating as those recited in the 
bazaars. Almost in spite of himself the artist sank unobtrusively into an empty seat. For 
the first time he heard some of the beautiful old stories of the Bible, which have held the people' 


A certain man had two sons: 
and the younger of them said to 
his father, Father, give me the 
portion of goods that falleth to 
me. And he divided unto them 
his living. And not many days 
after the younger son gathered all 
together, and took his journey into’ 
a far country, and there wasted 
his substance with riotous living. 

Luke 15:11-13. 


The prodigal son has asked for his inheritance. tie The shoes of silver are fast disappearing in riotous 
can no longer endure the dull routine of the little living. The prodigal son is seated behind the red 
provincial town in which he had been born; he wants  gilken curtains on the wide bed of a gambling den. 
to try his wings in the great city within ee walls There is no doubt of this, foran inscription in Chinese 
aha ie ue and ne ae! 5 aie father above the curtain explains the iniquitous purposes of 
and his two sons have come together in the great the establishment. The crafty proprietor himself is 
reception room. The walls are hung with paintings rolling the balls of opi for the pine OF the orodiame 
on silk by famous artists of long ago and with panels ; pee eee eee On 
decorated with the Janwha, or orchid, which is the °O™ who is being received with princely welcome in 
plant of everlasting life. The prodigal son is wearing ne silken halls of vice as long as his inheritance lasts. 
his red ceremonial coat, for this is a great occasion € servant at the door is bringing bowls of lotus 
for him, and he toys with his fan to conceal his agi- oe epicurean dish, worthy to set before 
tation. Behind ms oe viet the a son, look- ngs. At ae ae neg ee of ue ae four 
ing scornfully at his idle brother. In boxes and men are much absorbed in fantan, a favorite gam- 
trays the eeciaats are carrying in the inheritance. bling game among the Chinese, who are fond of many 
This is in the form of shoes of silver, each one of curious games of chance. At the little table are bowls 
which is supposed to weigh fifty-two taels. The of tea and hot water, which they will enjoy in a 
prodigal son is haughtily superintending the weigh- brief moment of relaxation, for they will play through 
ing of the shoes. The father strokes his beard doubt- the night. And the prodigal son will soon curl “a 
fully, but he is a philosopher, and feels that youth on the luxurious bed and, soothed into a narcotic 
must not be held to the shrines of the ancestors slumber, he will dream the soul-destroying dreams 
against its will. ; of the smoker. . a 
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Through Chinese Eyes 


of the West enthralled for two thousand years. And the artist returned to his home and made 
pictures of the story of Noah and the Flood, and of the parables of the Lost Sheep and of the 
Prodigal Son, and of many others that were in the Book of the Western missionary. But he 
had never heard of Palestine. To him Noah was Chinese, and the lost sheep belonged to a 


farmer of his province, and the prodigal son might well have been a dissolute youth of his own 
village.”’ 


Thus the opening paragraph of an article in the December issue of Asza presenting a Chinese 
artist’s conceptions of the Flood, the parable of the Lost Sheep, and the story of the Prodigal 
Son. By courtesy of this magazine, and of Current Opinion, which has loaned us the smaller 
reproductions used in its January issue, we are enabled to share the pictures of the Prodigal 
Son with our readers. To Dr. Mary W. Griscom, a missionary in China, are all indebted for 
these pictures. We reprint detailed descriptions of the pictures as given in Asia. 


And when he had spent. all, 
there arose a mighty famine in 
that land; and he began to be in 
want. * * * And he would fain 
have filled his belly with the husks 
that the swine did eat: and no 
man gave unto him. * * * And he 
arose, and came to his father. * * * 
The father said to his servants, 
Bring forth the best robe, and put 
it on him; and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoeson his feet: and 
bring hither the fatted calf, and 
kill it; and let us eat, and be 
merry.—Luke 15:14, 16, 20, 22, 
D3: 


i i ‘ i > first official 
The prodigal son has fallen upon evil days, and The prodigal son has returned. As the ) 

his Setar racer are over. In itifal rags that do act of welcome his hair is combed, and ot o 
not even half cover his body, he sits shivering on the and ceremonial red coat an aie es Pa nee 
trunk of a camphor tree amid the swine, and recalls is an important day in the household. e pro ae 
that other day when, dressed in rich red satin, he $07 has returned to the ae eae apa serra 
sat in state in a teakwood chair and demanded every to his filial duties. m8 ae f Heaven ie is aut 
shoe of his inheritance. In that snug little cluster of he apeli: ae on aed pie practical duty 
white houses with sloping tiled roofs there 1s not a Man?” To celebrate the return of his son, the father 


bowl of rice for a foolish youth who has wasted his has prepared a great feast. The musicians have come 
goodly inheritance. The pigs are still sleek and well ith drums and flutes. The servant is carrying the 
fed; but the pigs are more useful than the prodigal piace de résistance, the fatted calf—which is a chicken, 
son. Pigs, which constitute the principal live stock the honorable dish for honored guests in this province. 
and property of the farmer, are as characteristic of The table groans with pyramids of steamed bread, 
the rural landscape in Fukien as are the waterfalls. watermelon seeds, cubes of bean paste, and other 
There is always a hole cut at the side of the door, delicacies. The father, who is the head of the house- 
even of the better houses, for the pigs’ private en- hold, is also the most, conspicuous. figure in the pic- 
trances. One by one the pigs will have to be sacri- — ture, in accordance with Chinese ideas of ech bse 
ficed to keep the famine from creeping into the vil- if not with the Western ideas of Bertpesaye Hi : 
tage. No wonder the prodigal son in his deepest us eat and be merry 1s a. ee ice are Ly 
 dejection thinks of his father’s substantial household, complied with by the Chinese, cele rate for er 
__ where there are many servants and rice for all. feasts. okies. alle deta baa 
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The Bible and Two Portraits Are President- 
elect Harding’s Inspiration 


HRISTIAN Americans will be especially 

interested and cheered by the statement 
Edwin C. Hill makes, in the New York Herald 
of January 2d, in a three-column interview 
with President-elect Harding, an excerpt 
from which we reprint. The caption to this 
article is that used in the original. 


There are three interesting attractions for 
the glance in Senator Harding’s office besides 
Senator Harding himself. One is an engraving 
of Lincoln. One is a portrait of Roosevelt. 
The third is a Bible, covered in black leather, 
much worn. He observed, doubtless, that my 
eyes turned to these as he talked. He said 
with a smile, but seriously enough: 

“I was talking about Cabinet making a little 
while ago. Here are my inspirations.” 

He indicated the two portraits upon the 
wall and the Bible upon his desk. 

“In considering men for places in the Cabi- 
net I have done my best to hold them up to 
Lincoln, to Roosevelt and to the teachings of 
the Scriptures. In weighing the fitness of this 
man and of that I have often asked myself: 

‘Ts he the kind of man that Mr. Lincoln, the 
great democrat, would have approved? Is he 


“For the Passing 


N the volume “The Americanization of 
Edward Bok,” the following deeply touch- 
ing incident is recorded: 


After half an hour he arose to leave, when 
the nurse said: ‘‘ There is no one here, Mr. Bok, 
to say the last words to the boys. Will you 
do it?’ Bok stood transfixed. In sending 
men over in the service of the Y. M. C. A., he 
had several times told them to be ready for 
any act that they might be asked to render, 
even the most sacred one. And here he stood 
himself before that duty. He felt as if he 
stood stripped before his Maker. Through the 
glassless window the sky lit up constantly with 
the flashes of the guns, and then followed the 
booming of a shell as it landed. 

_“Yes, won’t you, sir?’”’ asked the boy on the 
right cot, as he held out his hand. Bok took it, 
and then the hand of the other boy reached out. 

What to say, he did not know. Then, to 
his surprise, he heard himself repeating extract 
after extract from a book by Lyman Abbott 
called ‘The Other Room,” a message to the 
bereaved declaring the non-existence of death, 


the kind of man who would have met the ap- 
proval of Colonel Roosevelt; the great Ameri- 
can, and is he the kind of man who believes 
very devoutly in the Bible as the Word of God ? 

‘“There have been some other tests to meet 
the exigencies of the new times, but don’t you 
think that a Cabinet composed of the quality 
of American citizens who would have been 
acceptable to Abraham Lincoln and Theodore 
Roosevelt and who reasonably meet the man- 
hood test of the Bible is a pretty good concep- 
tion? That’sthe kind of Cabinet I hope to have. 

“T don’t like to talk about religion just for 
the sake of conversation, but I do believe that 
we need more of it in our American life, more of 
it in government, the real spirit of it. I think 
there should be more of the ‘do unto others 
as you would be done by’ spirit of service. 

“Tt might interest you to know that, while 
I have always been a great reader of the Bible, 
I have never read it so closely as in the last 
weeks, when my mind has been bent upon the 
work I must shortly take up. I have obtained 
a good deal of inspiration from the Psalms of 
David, and from many passages of the four 
Gospels, and there’s still wisdom in the sayings 
of old Solomon, don’t forget that.” 


Souls We Pray” 


but that we merely move from this earth to 
another; from one room to another, as it were. 
Bok had not read the book for years; but here 
was the subconscious self supplying the material 
for him in his moment of greatest need. Then 
he remembered that just before leaving home 
he had heard sung at matins, after the prayer 
for the President, a beautiful song called 
“Passing Souls.”” He had asked the rector 
for a copy of it; and, wondering why, he had 
put it in his wallet that he carried with him. 
He took it out now and, holding the hand of 
the boy at his right, he read to them: 


For the passing souls we pray, 
Saviour, meet them on their way; 
Let their trust lay hold on thee 
Ere they touch eternity. 


Holy counsels long forgot, 

Breathe again ’mid shell and shot; 
Through the mist of life’s last pain 
None shall look to thee in vain. 


To the hearts that know thee, Lord, 
Thou wilt speak through flood or sword; 
Just beyond the cannon’s roar, 

Thou art on the farther shore. 


‘February, 1921 


For the passing souls we pray, 

Saviour, meet them on the way; 
Thou wilt hear our yearning call, 
Who hast loved and died for all. 


Absolute stillness reigned in the room, save 
for the half-suppressed sob from the nurse and 
the distant booming of the cannon. As Bok 
finished, he heard the boy at his right say 


slowly: ‘“Saviour—meet—me—on—my—way,”’ 
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with a little emphasis on the word “my.” 
The hand in his relaxed slowly, and then 
fell on the cot; and he saw that the soul 
of another brave American boy had ‘gone 
West.” 

Bok glanced at the other boy, reached for 
his hand, shook it, and looking deep into his 
eyes, he left the little hut. 

(‘The other boy” later recovered.) 


China’s Christian General’ 


By GoprFrey Hirst 


ERHAPS you would like to hear of a 


visit I paid on the 21st of September to 
General Feng Yu Hsiang at Shenkaiki (Seven 
Mile Creek), where his men are encamped 


- around the government paper mills there. 


My object was to try and dispose of our 
better-bound old stock, as I knew by report 
that the general was in the habit of making 
presents of Bibles. I took, of course, samples 
of other books, though my stocks were about 
as low as I had ever known them. I took a 
Chinese evangelist, who has been left in my 
charge by a missionary on furlough, with me. 

The general received us most courteously 
and looked most carefully over the samples. 
If I could have supplied him with the pocket 
edition New Testaments, I could have re- 
ceived a very large order. As it was, he chose 
the No. 122 New Testament and asked how 
many Ihadinstock. Twenty-four. Heasked 
for them and said he could take 400, if I could 
procure them soon. For his own use he picked 
out No. 190 New Testament in the best bind- 
ing, and I persuaded him to accept it as a 
present from the American Bible Society and 
its supporters in the United States of America. 
He put it in his coat pocket then, and two 
days later I saw him with it again in his pocket, 
showing signs of being used in the meantime. 

The general invited us to dine with him, and 
our personal acquaintance was deepened. He 
was so modest and natural in conversation 
that you could not help but forget the “‘gen- 
eral’’ and regard him more as a warm-hearted 
Christian brother whose interests were at one 
with your own. 

During the meal, one of the guests told me 
the general had ordered for himself 6,000 
copies of the pocket edition of the New Testa- 
ment; and the general showed us some of the 
best bound Bibles he had bought and on the 
covers of which he inscribed in gold letters 
the names of the person to whom he intended 
to present them. He was very glad as he told 
us how he had presented a copy of the Bible 
to Tuchun Wang, and he had accepted it of 


*The 104th Annual Report of the Society told of General Feng. 
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him. He told of having sent a Bible as a 
present to a general that day, only to find 
that he had died the previous night at nine 
o’clock. General Feng did not know that his 
friend was sick. He mentioned this in the 
conversation in reply to the statement of one 
of the guests, who “had lived 49 years, but could 
not say how many more years he had yet to 
live.” General Feng remarked, ‘‘ Better say how 
many days,’’ and then gave us the story. 

He has a good fund of humor. When asked 
why his bodyguard carried the big knives and 
not the handy revolver, he replied it was to 
prevent himself from running away! 

While we were examining books we heard 
the singing of hymns, which the general said 
was from the men singing grace before meal. 

On the 23d of September I wrote General 
Feng that I was bringing the Rev. Beinhoff to 
interview him, and ask him to use his influence 
with Tso-lin-tan and others with a view to ob- 
tain greater religious liberty for the soldiers in 
the camps in Honanfu and in the district; also 
to report to General Feng about the work he has 
been doing among the soldiers at his station. 

At the close, the general thanked me warmly 
for bringing the Rev. Beinhoff; and we again 
had the privilege of dining with him. He took 
us personally round to some of the men’s tents 
and showed the piles of New Testaments and 
hymn books belonging to the men. Of the 11,000 
men in his camp, 4,800 are baptized Christians. 
All the officers are Christians, and eight-tenths 
of the men are believers in Christianity, though 
all have not yet been baptized. 

The general’s love for his soldiers is only 
equaled by their love for him. It was a memo- 
rable scene as the general escorted us down to 
his launch and drew our attention to the men on 
guard at the gate, their equal height and fine 
appearance. While he was doing this, he drew 
near to several of them and gently patted three 
or four of them on the chest. As the general 
passed, every man’s eyes were fixed intently 
uponhim. Hebadeusa gracious farewell as we 
left him. At almost every meeting one attends 
one hears words in praise of General Feng. 
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Spreading the Word in South America 


By GeEorcE T. B. Davis 


N these days the Lord seems to be laying 
upon the hearts of some of his servants a 

burden for distributing his Word. to all peo- 
ples and tongues on a larger scale than has 
ever before been attempted. 

One of those who have been fired with this 
vision of sowing the seed more quickly and 
extensively is Dr. George C. Cossar, of Glas- 
gow, Scotland. At the outbreak of the world 
war, Dr. Cossar spent several months visiting 
military camps in Scotland, giving Testaments 
to the British soldiers, and seeking to win them 
to Christ. Realizing the marvelous results 
that followed the free gift of God’s Word, he— 


goes, and has an especial liking for giving the 
Word to boys. Here are some extracts from 
recent letters of this knight ‘errant of the Cross: 

“Lima is the place for opportunities. The 
people are new to the Bible and clamor for it 
to be given out, and will read it. They area 
very likable people, and I enjoy mixing with 
them. Through God’s goodness there is a 
new opportunity for work each day, and the 
way has opened up marvelously. I spoke to 
the school run by the Scotch mission, and the 
boys responded well. 

“Tn work on the street the encouragement 
is great. I gave a group of boys Gospels on 


SOME BOYS IN CALLAO 
“They were ceep in the Gospels, after having been spoken to, and 
so I called them up and took photos of them. Half an hour after, 
I saw one of them standing at a corner absorbed in his book.” 


with the co-operation of his friend Sir Joseph 
Maclay, minister of Shipping in Lloyd George’s 
cabinet—systematically sent 400,000 specially 
prepared Gospels of St. John to the school chil- 
dren of Scotland. 

Recently Dr. Cossar visited New York and 
the American Bible Society, on his way to 
Peru, South America, to survey the field with 
a view to settling there as a medical missionary 
should the Lord so lead. But Dr. Cossar’s 
soul is still on fire with zeal for distributing 
the Word; and he had only been in South 


IN LIMA 


“An-old lady, selling papers, absorbed in her Gospel when I 
passed by over an hour after giving it to her.” 


Saturday, and was sitting down half an hour 
ago in a plaza when one of them came up, 
and soon I had twelve around me listening to 
the gospel message. It is the same every- 
where. They listen to one’s broken Spanish, 
and seem to drink in the message. A lad 
spoken to one afternoon called to me when 
crossing a plaza at 10 p. m., and then and 
there said he would trust Christ, and come to 
the mission next day. 

“T-took a week to run up to Cerro del Pasco 


(14,200 ft.) and Hunango. I had the pleasure 
of holding the first service for years with the | 
white people at Cerro, and addressing also | 
meetings among Indian children. I took 
2,500 Gospels with me and gave them out all 
along ‘the way. I expect to go all round, 
leaving Buenos Ayres on April 1st for home.’ 


} 


America a few days, before he had arranged 
for the speedy distribution of 200,000 Gospels 
throughout the continent. 

And Dr. Cossar does not believe in simply 
delegating the work of distribution to others. 
He is constantly doing it himself wherever he 
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The Moral Value of the Bible for India 


By Str NARAYAN G. CHANDAVARKAR, FORMER JUSTICE, BomMBAY HicH Court 


ROM ancient times with the Vedas, which 

may be called the Old Testament of 
India, on to the period of the Bhagavad Gita, 
or the Celestial Song, which is hallowed as her 
New Testament, the religious history of the 
country has been on lines similar in main 
features to the history of the Bible. 

It has been a tedious movement from law 
to grace, from the bondage of fear to the liberty 
of love: But the main line of movement has 
been blurred by two causes. One is that the 
history of the movement, such as it has strug- 
gled to be and has been in fact, has not been 
recorded, as in the Bible for Israel and the 
rest of the world, in one single sacred book. 
It has to be gathered from a mass of materials, 
forming India’s Scriptures, not co-ordinated 
and correlated like the Bible so as to impress 
the mind and win the heart without distraction. 
Each of our scattered Scriptures tells its 
own tale of spritual development, without 
that unity of the main thought of that 
history which makes the Bible the Book of 
books. 

‘The second cause is that the mind of India, 
spiritual in its essence, has been more meta- 
physical than historical. It has, in its quest 
after the life immortal, made light of the 
mortal, and preferred philosophical specula- 
tion to man’s actual movement in the plane 
of history, both sacred and secular. The 
moral value of the Bible, therefore, for India 
lies in the fact that, by fixing the eye on the 
central point of religion and the moral values 


of life that necessarily spring from it, the 


Bible helps the mind of India, distracted by 
the scattered and not co-ordinated mass of 
her Scriptural writings, to concentrate itself 
on that point with steadfast gaze, as at every 
step of the movement of its history it goes on 
revealing how in men God throughout fulfils 
himself and teaches that righteousness alone 
exalteth a nation and saveth the individuals 
who compose it. ah ad 
That is the lesson of lessons from history. 
And the Bible holds to it as the one eternal 
truth of moral value and illustrates it by the 
movement of God in the actual lives and 
activities of men and nations. It is, there- 
fore, the best compendious and coherent wit- 
ness of the corporate reason of humanity, 
which we have been accustomed to recognize 
as man’s historic concept. The rise of nations 
with the rise of righteousness, their fall with 
its fall, the slow but sure judgments of God, 


the oneness of God, the brotherhood of the 


human race, love as the fulfilling of all law, 


the choice by God of the low and despised to 
confound the wise and bring down the mighty 
God glorified in man—these eternal and ele- 
mentary truths of religion, which give life its. 
moral value, are indeed the truths which In- 
dian Scriptures have emphasized and sought 
to enforce as the essence of spiritual and 
therefore, of moral life indispensable for 
salvation, whether in this world or in the 
MEX. 

But for their practical, coherent, and sus- 
tained illustration by means of human actions 
and dealings as well as the principles and 
practice and policy of nations, we must turn 
to the story of man’s actual life and God’s 
movement in the realized and realizable his- 
tory of that life. And the story is told in the 
Bible throughout in a connected and pro- 
gressive form, with a simplicity and a godly 
sincerity which, speaking as it does straight 
to the heart of man, is best fitted to appeal, 
without the subtlety of logic or the intricacy 
of philosophical disquisition, to the daily ex- 
perience of even the most ignorant and illit- 
erate. The worst sinner can, if he will, feel 
touched and warmed by the regenerating spirit 
of the story narrated from the simple events 
of life as much as in great events. 

What lesson can be so edifying, for even 
the most hardened of sinners, as that of 
Christ’s dealing with the woman caught in her 
act of sin and brought before him by the 
Pharisees, with motives of cunning, for judg- 
ment? How significant and of what moral 
value is his choice of the low and despised for 
his disciples—a choice which lets us into the 
secret of his genuine democracy, not its counter- 
feits. It has earned for us the moral lesson 
that Brahmin and Shudra are man-made dis- 
tinctions, but that in the kingdom of God all 
are his children and heirs; and that whatever 
nation treats its poor and low as degraded is 
doomed to depreciate. 

To me the Bible has served to create a 
growing reverence for the spiritual essence of 
India’s ancient and modern life. Of all the 
ancient civilizations of the world only India 
and China have survived in spite of vicissi- 
tudes; and in the case of India, in spite of her 
superstitions, sects and castes, and her treat- 
ment of the lowest castes as untouchable. 
The survival is due, in my opinion, to the fact 
that India from the ancient times wisely often, 
blindly and bigotedly oftener, but all the same 
throughout, has been seeking God and his 
truth and love. Her faith, however check- 
ered, has given her what the Scotch call staith 
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—a staid life of continuity. Her last achieve- 
ment in the field of that faith is the rise on her 
soil of saints of the Bhakti school—the school 
of devotion which preached God as Love; and 
all, whether Brahmans or Shudras, high caste 
or low caste, as equals in his eye and for his 
grace both in this life and hereafter. The 
saints came not from one caste, but from 
nearly all castes, even the castes considered 
and treated as most degraded and out of the 
pale of decent society. Their mission finds its 
best and most practical champion in Christ. 
That is the best outlook for India’s future both 
moral and material. 

Inspired for years now by that faith and 
conviction, to me the Bible story has served 
the mood of the early morning moments; while 
the celestial song of the Bhagavad Gita, India’s 


Volume 66} 


New Testament, has suited the soft streaks 
and strains of the sunset hour. The Christ- 
mind and the Christ-life—what a tonic at 
dawn to prepare and hearten one for the 
drudgery of the rising day and turn it into 
divinity by the light and example of Him who 
said, ‘‘I have overcome thé world!’ When, as 
the day’s work has ceased and the shades of 
evening are about to fall, nature craves for 
rest and refreshment of soul, commend me to 
the contemplation of the Bhagavad Gita! 
Life, then, by its help shines in its twilight 
grace and favors that repose which India 
chants as shanti (calmness of spirit). Then 
is felt the warm touch of His presence 
and His cross, who said, ‘‘Peace, be still.” 
That is the moral value of the Bible for 
India. 
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EpITors, The Secretaries 


New York, FeBrRuaArRY, 1921 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


EIGHTH STATED MEETING 


HE eighth stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers of the American Bible So- 

ciety in its one hundred and fifth year was 

held at the Bible House on Thursday, Decem- 

ber 2, 1920, at 3:30 p. m., President Churchill 
H. Cutting in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Secretary Chamberlain, who read from the 
thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah, after which he 
offered prayer. 

The minutes of the seventh stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers were presented and 
approved. 

It was reported that the Bible-Society had 
issued a vest-pocket calendar in two colors, 
carrying on the reverse a brief statement about 
its work, and that a large edition had been 
prepared for distribution. 

In connection with the observance of Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday, it was reported that 
7,000 copies of the publication ‘‘In the Name 
of God, Amen,” and 8,000 copies of the 
Dramatic Service ‘‘The Pilgrim and the 
Book” had been distributed, together with 
93,000 of the small pamphlet ‘A Little Jour- 
ney to Plymouth.”’ 

_ On the recommendation of the Home Agency 
Committee the holding of a Home Agency 


Secretaries’ 
proved. 

The death of the Rev. Franklin E. Hoskins, 
of Beirut, Syria, Agency Secretary in charge 
of the work in the Arabic-speaking regions of 
the Levant Agency, was reported by General 
Secretary Haven, and also an expression of 
sympathy to Mrs. Hoskins on behalf of the 
Board. 

The terrible famine conditions in North 
China having been reported, on recommenda- 
tion of the Foreign Agencies Committee it 
was resolved that an appeal be issued to the 
Bible Society constituency, the Foreign Agen- 
cies Committee being given authority to act 
in the matter as it deemed best. 

Reference was made, by the President aa 
others, to the meeting held in Carnegie Hall 
on Friday, November 26, 1920, in celebration 
of the Tercentenary of the Landing of the 
Pilgrims, and there was special appreciation 
expressed by several, of the address by 
Professor William Lyon Phelps, of Yale 
University, on ‘“‘The Bible, the Book of the 
Pilgrims.” 

The Secretaries reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of November, 1920: 

To Brazil, 10,305 volumes, valued at $965.78; 
to Panama Carat and Central America, 2,093 
volumes, valued at $848.21; to China, 750 
volumes, valued at $160.12; to Levant, 154 
volumes, valued at $129.26; to Mexico, 977 
volumes, valued at $658. 07. Total: 14, 279 
volumes, valued at $2,761.44. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month were 81,846 volumes. © 


Conference in January was ap- 


¢ 
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NINTH STATED MEETING 


The ninth stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society in its 
one hundred and fifth year was held at the 
Bible House on Thursday, January 6, 1921, 
at 3:30 o’clock p. m., President Churchill H. 
Cutting in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. Dr. Henry A. Stimson, who read the first 
Psalm, after which he offered prayer. 

The minutes of the eighth stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers were presented and 
approved. 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

It was resolved, that if the other major 
bodies of the Foreign Missions’ Conference ap- 
prove of the recommendations of the Inter- 
national Missionary Conference, made at its 
meeting in June, 1920, the Board also ap- 
prove. 

General Secretary Haven exhibited a French 
Testament of the Army and Navy edition in 
special horizon-blue morocco binding with gilt 
edges, which had been prepared for presenta- 
tion to General Robert Georges Nivelle, the 
hero of Verdun, whom it had hoped to have 
present at this meeting of the Board. The 
sailing of the steamer taking him back to 
France at an early hour of the day had pre- 
vented this. The Board approved of the pres- 
entation of the Testament with a special 
inscription in the name of the Society, to be 
forwarded to General Nivelle. 

The Treasurer was authorized to present, 
with the compliments of the American Bible 
Society, to the Educational Division of the 
Department of Missions and Church Extension 
of the Executive Council of the Episcopal 
Church, plates for the history of the foreign 
missionary work of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church by S. D. Dennison, these plates having 
been in the possession of the American Bible 
Society for some time. 

Approval was given of the plan to make a 
special number of the January issue of the 
Brste Society Recorp, devoting it entirely 
to a presentation of the Society’s programme 
for 1921. The expectation is that it will 
present material that will be useful for pro- 
motion purposes throughout the year. 

A special committee was appointed to con- 
sider the matter of an arrangement with other 


Bible Societies for the uniform observance of 
a Bible Sunday. 
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It was stated that the Home Agency Sec- 
retaries’ Conference had been called for 
January 26th to 28th to be held at the Bible 
House, New York City, and that the Rev. 
J. L. McLaughlin, of the Philippines Agency, 
and the Rev. W. F. Jordan, of the Panama 
Canal and Central America Agency, at present 
on furlough in this country, had been invited 
to be present, as well as the secretaries of the 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, and Maryland State Bible Societies, 
who had all accepted the invitation. 

The sudden death by accident on Decem- 
ber 23, 1920, of the Rev. Dr. Wm. H. Hen- 
drickson, minister of the Spencer Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, president of 
the Brooklyn Bible Society, and chairman of 
the advisory committee of the Eastern Agency 
of the American Bible Society, was reported. 
General Secretary Haven had attended the 
funeral, as also the Rev. Samuel C. Benson, 
Secretary of the Eastern Agency, of which 
Agency Dr. Hendrickson had twice acted as 
Secretary, to help the Bible Society in emer- 
gencies. 

The Secretaries reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of December, 1920: 

To Brazil, 3,714 volumes, valued at $628.09; 
to Panama Canal and Central America, 10,918 
volumes, valued at $755.87; to Levant, 300 
volumes, valued at $225.04; to West Coast, 
S. A., 12 volumes, valued at $39.40; to West 
Indies, 529 volumes, valued at $409.64. Total: 
15,473 volumes, valued at $2,058.94. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month were 178,365 volumes. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 
Your money may be lost if you enclose in an ordinary 
letter silver coin, bills, or postage stamps. 


THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR: 

1. Register the letter in which you send bills or postage 
stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter for ten cents. 

2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company's money order. 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 

Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and make 
the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert Darlington, 
Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 


ee —————— eee 
FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Soctety, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen hundred 


and forty-one, the sum of , to be applied to 
the charitable uses and purposes of said Society. 
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The Bible and Missions 


VERY Bible lover and especially every friend of the 
American Bible Society should be familiar with this 
remarkable book by Helen Barrett Montgomery. 


It is the Study Book issued this year by the Central 
Committee on the United Study of Foreign Missions. 


A great book on a great subject by a great author. 


The part played by the American Bible Society in Bible work throughout 
the world is given prominence and the Society is brought into the range 
of knowledge of multitudes who have known little or nothing of its work. 


On page 165 Mrs. Montgomery says: 


It is to be feared that thousands of individuals and churches do not 
realize that the great Bible Societies need continuous financial sup- 
port if they are to maintain their blessed ministry. In the early 
years Bible Day was regularly observed each year in hundreds of 
churches. Now, in thousands, it is never mentioned. If every 
Sunday-school member were asked to give five cents annually on a 
Bible Day, in which the glorious ministry of the American Bible 
Society was clearly presented, a fund of a million dollars a year 
would be placed’ in the hands of the Society. What this would 
mean in extending the influence of the Word of God, no words are vig- 
orous enough to express. Some denominations have a noble record 
of faithful support of the Bible Society. Others are not so well rep- 
resented. Doubtless this is through failure to recognize that funds 
are actually needed. A perusal of the Annual Report of the Ameri- 
ean Bible Society will reveal whether our own church is honoring 
its devotion to the Bible in this tangible evidence of interest. 


The chapter headings give a hint at the contents: 


Tue MIssIONARY MESSAGE OF THE Every MAN IN His Own TONGUE. 
OLD TESTAMENT. THE TRAVELS OF THE BOOK. 

THE MISSIONARY MESSAGE OF THE THE INFLUENCE OF THE BOOK ON 
New TESTAMENT. THE NATIONS. 


THE LEAVES OF THE TREE. 


Will you not see that this book is known and used in your church? 


It may be ordered from your own Board or from the Central Com- 
mittee on the United Study of Foreign Missions, West Medford, Mass. 


The price is 40c. in paper cover, 60c. in cloth. Postage extra. 


The American Bible Society will gladly supply leaflets useful for mission study classes 


in connection with the study of this book. 


